
Individual Congressional Outreach Template
REAADI / DRMA

This is [YOUR NAME] and I am reaching out to ask [CONGRESSPERSON'S NAME] to cosponsor the The Real Emergency Access for Aging and Disability Inclusion for Disasters Act (REAADI) and the Disaster Relief Medicaid Act (DRMA). These two landmark disaster bills that will ensure people with disabilities and older adults have full and equal access to disaster preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation. 

I urge [CONGRESSPERSON'S NAME] to take action today to support people with disabilities and older adults who are disaster-impacted by cosponsoring the Real Emergency Access for Aging and Disabilities Inclusion for Disasters Act (REAADI) and the Disaster Relief Medicaid Act (DRMA).

Your Congresspeople can contact the following offices to sign on:

For Senators:
· For REAADI and DRMA, contact Erika Felix from Sen. Casey’s office at erika_felix@aging.senate.gov.

For Representatives:
· For REAADI, contact Alec Goldstone from Rep. Langevin’s office at alec.goldstone@mail.house.gov.
· For DRMA, contact Alexa Roth from Rep. Panetta’s office at alexa.roth@mail.house.gov.

Disasters are increasing in frequency and intensity, disproportionately impacting older adults and people with disabilities to such a degree that disabled people are two to four times more likely to die or be injured in a disaster.

People with disabilities are legally guaranteed full and equal access to disaster services; however, the disparate harm due to lack of access is deadly.

This harm is compounded by the fact that Medicaid, CHIP, and longterm services and supports (LTSS) do not carry over state lines, and in disasters many have to temporarily relocate to another state



REAADI and DRMA can change that!

REAADI will:
· Modify and expand the National Advisory Committee on Individuals with Disabilities and Disasters (NACIDD) to ensure that it accurately reflects the diverse characteristics of the disability community. 
· Create a network of disaster and disability centers focused on training, technical assistance, and research to assist states and localities to better include and support disaster-impacted people with disabilities, older adults and others who also have access and functional needs;
· Direct the Government Accountability Office to review the spending of disaster funds by federal agencies and states to ensure funds have been spent in accordance with the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act
	
DRMA will:
· Provide uninterrupted access to Medicaid services when recipients must evacuate across state lines, which increases health maintenance and community living, and prevents institutionalization during disasters;
Tornado season is here while hurricane season and wildfire season are upon us on top of an ongoing pandemic.

Disabled lives are at stake; please cosponsor REAADI and DRMA TODAY!

