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[bookmark: _GoBack]RE: SUPPORT SR ______, REAADI in Disasters Act of 2019

Dear Senator _________,

On behalf of < Organization name>, I am writing to respectfully urge you to support the 61 million people with disabilities whose lives depend on a functional, responsive system for disaster response, by cosponsoring the Real Emergency Access for Aging and Disability Inclusion (REAADI) in Disasters Act of 2019.

The REAADI in Disasters Act would establish a National Commission on Disability Rights and Disasters to study the needs of individuals with disabilities, older adults and others with access and functional needs throughout emergency preparation and planning, disaster response, recovery and mitigation. The commission will provide recommendations on how Federal, tribal, territorial, state, local and non-governmental response agencies, disability and community organizations and other stakeholders can better coordinate and provide for the needs of individuals with disabilities and disaster impacted communities before, during and after disasters, and how to optimize resources for supporting those recommendations. 

Effective emergency preparedness and disaster response are a matter of life and death for people with disabilities and older adults. While many people are inconvenienced in the aftermath of disasters as they may be forced to evacuate their home, rely on shelters and emergency services, and navigate complicated disaster recovery programs, the failure of these same systems to provide access leaves gaping holes in the “safety net” for people with disabilities, older adults, and many others in harm’s way. The current system uses the most expensive, most disruptive intervention, unnecessary hospitalization or institutionalization, to meet service and support needs for people with disabilities in the aftermath of disasters. Shelters do not adequately accommodate people with disabilities. Failure in the electric grid compromises vital health equipment such as c-pap machines, nebulizers and ventilators. Disruption of community provider systems leaves people without oxygen, medications, and other life-saving and health maintenance interventions. Lack of accessible transportation leaves people with disabilities stranded while their neighbors flee to safety. 
 
Through the National Commission, The REAADI in Disasters Act will create a cogent, well-designed emergency preparedness and disaster response system to ensure the safety, well-being, and dignity of people with disabilities, older adults and others with access and functional needs following disasters. Passage and implementation of the REAADI in Disasters Act will allow our communities to re-write the somber headlines of the past several years’ disasters; the deaths of people with disabilities and older adults will no longer be an accepted by-line in the story of disaster recovery. 

With the passage and implementation of the REAADI in Disasters Act, people with disabilities and older adults will no longer be disproportionately affected by the disruptions experienced when disaster strikes, and communities will be far better prepared to optimize limited resources and maximize positive outcomes for everyone. A well-designed and accessible system, put into place with disability experts at the table well before the next disaster strikes, will be more responsive, more effective, and more cost-efficient, significantly improving community readiness, resilience and disaster recovery for everyone. 

For all these reasons, <I/Organization name> strongly urge you to support The REAADI in Disasters Act through your co-sponsorship, and when it comes before you for a vote.

For more information and/or to become a cosponsor of The REAADI in Disasters Act, please contact Michael Gamel-McCormick at Michael_gamel-mccormick@aging.senate.gov

Sincerely, 
<Name> <Title> <Organization>
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